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in them, in an amplified form, as part of his own work,
A Residence in France. The third Journal, that of
Cooper's home life in 1848, is printed as an Appendix
to Volume II.

In printing the letters and diary the greatest care has
been taken to follow exactly the originals, and only errors
which were manifestly the result of a mere slip of the pen
have been corrected. This was considered the best course,
even at the risk of subjecting the book to the criticism of
careless editing and printing by readers not familiar with
the rule adopted. Where the writers of the letters mis-
spelled, misquoted, mispunctuated, or used poor English
their mistakes have been preserved as part of their
individuality.

In no case has the elimination of any part of a letter
been indicated by stars or otherwise, and as far as possible
footnotes have been dispensed with. Necessary informa-
tion has been put in the narrative. This has been done to
make the book as readable as possible.

In 1883 Susan Augusta Fenimore Cooper, the
author's eldest daughter, and perhaps his favorite child,
began to write, for her nephews and nieces, her own
reminiscences; she died after bringing them down to the
year 1828. A part of these has been published in the little
volume Legends and Traditions of a Northern Country:
they are set out here in full for the purpose of giving
in this publication as complete a picture of the life of
Fenimore Cooper and of the man as ever can be made
public.

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

Cooperstown,

September 14, 1921. even now: this has been eliminated.
